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TOPTICA receives Prism Award 2019 at Photonics West 
TOPTICA's OPO laser system won the Prism Awards 2019  
for scientific lasers at Photonics West. 
 

Credits: SPIE & PHOTONICS MEDIA 
 
The Prism Awards, often described as the "Oscars of the Photonics 
Industry", presented ten categories with more than 100 participating 
companies. TOPTICA’s DLC TOPO, a mid-IR light source for molecular 
spectroscopy, was announced as a finalist in December 2018 and won 
in the scientific laser category!  
 
Presenting the award, Prof. Dr. Ursula Keller, Head of Research of ETH 
Zürich and a pioneer in the field of ultrafast lasers, humorously 
challenged the perception that scientific lasers are “not good enough for 
industry” but rather emphasized that the definition should be  "exactly 
the right number of buttons so that the scientist has fun". The TOPO 
has four knobs and eight switches – just the right amount. 
 
“We are proud to receive this award tonight for our contributions and 
innovation” says Mark A. Tolbert, President of TOPTICA Photonics, Inc. 
“To win this award means more than just being recognized, it means a 
group of leading industry experts support and believe we have created 
a valuable product. Contributing to the success of our customers is our 
goal as a company.” 
 
Dr. Wilhelm Kaenders, founder of TOPTICA Photonics AG, adds: 
“Winning the award is caused by the special TOPTICA spirit and the 
exciting technology mix we have. Considering the tough competitive 
factors, we are of course very proud to have won this innovation award." 
 

  
 

 

 
 

DLC TOPO – widely tunable 
high-power continuous-wave 
optical parametric oscillator 
(OPO) laser system.  
 
 
 

 
 
Fully motorized and driven by 
the digital laser controller DLC 
pro, the TOPO provides 
unprecedented ease of use. 

 
  

https://www.toptica.com/products/tunable-diode-lasers/frequency-converted-lasers/topo/


For molecular spectroscopy and quantum optics, TOPTICA’s new and powerful DLC TOPO delivers 
wide tunability, narrow linewidth, and convenient hands-free digital control over the 1.4 to 4.0 μm 
spectral range. A wide mode-hop free tuning range of up to 300 GHz enables visibility of full 
spectroscopic signatures, while a 2 MHz linewidth reveals narrow atomic and molecular features. Fully 
motorized and driven by the digital laser controller DLC pro, it provides unprecedented ease of use. 
 
About the award: 
The Prism Awards for Photonics Innovation is a leading international competition that honors the best 
new optics and photonics products on the market. SPIE, along with its media partner Photonics Media, 
has presented awards to companies and individuals since 2008. The Prism Awards provide recognition 
to companies that are creating products that make a difference, solve problems, and improve life through 
photonics. The Prism Awards is a celebration of the best of our industry. The ceremony takes place 
every year in conjunction with SPIE Photonics West in San Francisco, California. 
 
www.photonicsprismaward.com 
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TOPTICA Photonics AG develops, manufactures, services and distributes technology-leading diode and fiber lasers and laser 
systems for scientific and industrial applications. Sales and service are offered worldwide through TOPTICA Germany and its 
subsidiaries TOPTICA USA and TOPTICA Japan, as well as through 11 distributors. A key point of the company philosophy is 
the close cooperation between development and research to meet our customers’ demanding requirements for sophisticated 
customized system solutions and their subsequent commercialization. 
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